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The Upper Canada Choristers is a mixed-voice community choir that performs regularly in hospitals, nursing homes, seniors’ residences, churches and schools.





A member of Choirs Ontario, the choir is a registered charity that issues tax receipts for all donations.
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Upper Canada Choristers (416) 256-0510   http://www.chorister.org





Don’t miss our 


annual 


Spring Concert





Opera 


Anyone?  





Featuring �Benjamin Britten’s Noye’s Fludde


When: 


May 12, 2006, �8:00pm





Where: 


Eglinton – St. George’s United Church


35 Lytton Boulevard





Tickets: $15 in advance, $20 at the door, Children under 12 admitted for free.


Call (416) 256-0510 for more details!




















We were thrilled to be able to perform Vivaldi’s Gloria  inGloria in December with the Talisker Players, a 14 piece chamber orchestra which specializes in choral repertoire. We also performed parts of the Gloria at 9 different venues across the GTA prompting some residents to dance in the aisles!


�Opera Anyone?





When you hear the word opera, what is the first thing that comes to mind? If you immediately get an image of a woman wearing a helmet with horns, holding a shield in front of her, feet planted firmly, bellowing in a foreign language as massive numbers of orchestral instruments play loudly, then you have a lot to learn! You should plan to attend our concert on May 12 where you will have the opportunity to hear a wide variety of beautiful choruses and arias from operatic literature, and you, yourself will have a chance to sing along.





Opera started in Italy in the late 16th century and became such a popular form of entertainment that for the next 200 years, virtually everyone was either an avid audience member or participating musician. People would buy a token that would allow them to attend all performances in a season, during which time they might attend nightly. Of course, audience etiquette 





Save a Tree! E-mail us your electronic address and you can get this newsletter sent directly to your computer. Thanks for your help. �


Gloria rang through the season 
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was different from our current practice. People would gather in the opera house, often eating their dinner during the performance, visiting with friends, possibly gaming, certainly talking out loud and generally having a good time. It was only when a really accomplished singer would start singing an aria, that the hall would become silent, and at the aria’s successful conclusion, uproarious applause would ensue. The kings of the opera world were castrati, and they received more adulation than today’s rock stars, often wielding tremendous power and influence in political realms as well as being adored for their musical prowess.





Italian opera was such a phenomenon that Handel, a German, was able to make a wonderful living in England writing Italian opera. Handel’s Largo, which is a classical favorite, is actually an aria from one of these “Italian” operas. The aria is entitled Ombra mai fu and is actually a love song to a tree!





The first part of our programme will include a cross section of repertoire from around 1750 – 1900. We will be taking you on a musical tour of some of the most joyous and lyrical choruses, 





some of which have great meaning outside of their role in the opera from which they come. Those of you who saw the closing ceremonies of the Olympic games from Turin, heard the children’s choir singing Va, pensiero (chorus of the Hebrew Slaves) from Verdi’s Nabucco. This is a piece of music that has come to have a meaning beyond its significance in the opera. We’ll be singing this moving chorus and sharing with you some of its history at our concert.





The second part of our programme will be a staged version of Noye’s Fludde by Benjamin Britten, with text based on the Chester Miracle Play. There will be more information about this opera in the next newsletter. However, we will tell you that all audience members have a part! You’ll have a chance to rehearse your part at the end of intermission, just prior to the start of the performance of this opera.


With Help from Friends . . .





We are very grateful for the support of RBC Financial Group, Margaret and Jim Fleck, and everyone who has donated financially and/or given their time to support the work we are doing in the community. If you are looking for a worthwhile organization to round out your charitable giving in 2006, please consider the Upper Canada Choristers. We are a registered charitable organization and a receipt will be issued for income tax purposes.��There are a number of ways to get involved: adding your voice to our choir, attending our concert, volunteering time or specific organizational skills, arranging community concert venues. If you would like to volunteer or would like more information, please contact us at (416) 256-0510. 











Under the Direction of Laurie Evan Fraser





2 Romar Crescent


Toronto, Ontario Canada, M6B 1R8


Phone:


(416) 256-0510


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:choir@web.net" ��choir@web.net�


The Chorister is the official newsletter of the Upper Canada Choristers Inc. to keep our supporters informed of events, upcoming performances, and general news about the choir. If you wish to be added to our mailing list, please call or e-mail us. 


 © 2006 The Upper Canada Choristers Inc. All rights reserved.

















 Did You Know?








Mozart’s opera The Marriage of Figaro is a musical setting of a play by Beaumarchais that was banned in both France and Vienna. The reason ? reason? Its plot was deemed dangerous and subversive because it portrayed servants as being more clevercleverer than their aristocratic masters. Mozart was able to get past the ban by working with librettist Lorenzo da Ponte who constructed the text in Italian. The story was long and complicated and Mozart responded by creating an amazing musical score that is seamless, charming and shows a brilliant understanding of the characters. Much of the 





music from this opera is familiar and well-loved even by those who do not attend opera. We’ll be singing an arrangement adapted from the aria, Voi che sapete, called Life’s Sweet Enchantment.
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We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.chorister.org" ��www.chorister.org�
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