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Official Newsletter of the Upper Canada Choristers





The Upper Canada Choristers is a mixed-voice community choir that performs regularly in hospitals, nursing homes, seniors’ residences, churches and schools.





A member of Choirs Ontario, the choir is a registered charity that issues tax receipts for all donations.





Charitable Account: BRN 8920 173 69 RR0001





Upper Canada Choristers (416) 256-0510   http://www.chorister.org





Don’t miss our 


annual 


Spring Concert�sponsored by �The Mills Team: Sadie Moranis Realty





Words & Music





Featuring �choral settings of famous poets�


When: 


May 11, 2007�at 8:00pm


Where: 


Fairlawn Avenue �United Church


28 Fairlawn Avenue


Tickets: $15 in advance, $20 at the door, Children under 12 admitted for free.�


Call (416) 256-0510 for more details!




















The Choristers experienced unprecedented growth in several areas this past year:


Membership in the tenor and bass sections increased to 30% of the choir total, - a far cry from the days when we consistently had no more than 10%. As a result, our choral sound is richer, fuller, better balanced.


Vocally, our capabilities have increased in part as a result of our spring programme that featured operatic excerpts as well as a fully staged production of “Noye’s Fludde”. This repertoire helped the choir develop a better understanding of tone production, breath control, phrasing. Through the many extra rehearsals for staging and ensemble work, there was growth in concentration and ease of execution. This in combination with our 3 mandatory rehearsals at the end enabled us to achieve a higher artistic standard than we had previously.


Our stated goal of mentoring was well-served in performing “Noye’s Fludde.” We gave the children of Palmerston P.S. an opportunity they would not have had otherwise. The formation of the recorder orchestra led to children with little or no previous experience on





Save a Tree! E-mail us your electronic address and you can get this newsletter sent directly to your computer. Thanks for your help. �


Artistic Director’s Report 2006 





























The Upper Canada Choristers Inc.








recorder becoming intermediate players. The children who were animals participated in a learning process that included rehearsals in school, workshops to make animal masks, staging and music rehearsals with the full choir.


We continue to memorize some of our selections, enabling a more secure and musically interesting performance. Our ability to memorize is improving the more we do it.


Our fall term this past year culminated in the largest number of community concerts in the history of the Choristers, with the highest level of attendance and participation of choir members. We sang primarily music from our holiday programme, but were able for the first time in our history to put together programmes of other material (some of which we had not sung for several years) with minimal rehearsal. This ability is attributable to the increased musical skills within the choir, and also the fact that music is being learned thoroughly. Our choir ‘memory” is becoming stronger.





In dulci jubilo . . .


 The Upper Canada Choristers took the 2006 Holiday Concert  programme “In Dulci Jubilo” on the road last season to: 


West:


The Westbury                  Dec 16th Erin Meadows                  Dec 23rd �East:�MOMJI		        Dec 3rd


Providence Villa	        Dec 18th�Central:


Castleview-Wychwood    Nov 22nd	                           & Dec 13th �Ewart Angus Homes        Dec 5th


Four Teddington Pk         Dec 11th�Cedarhurst                      2007 Jan 6th	�


Spring concert is poetry!�On May 11th , words and music will join in harmony at Fairlawn Avenue United Church during our spring concert. Joining us this year will be the Toronto Horn under the direction of Barbara Bloomer and the Allenby P.S. Junior Choir under the direction of Alison Bannerman.��Don’t miss glorious poems of Frost, Shakespeare, Blake, Rossetti and more set to beautiful melodies.





With Help from Friends . . .


We would like to take this opportunity to thank those individuals and companies that supported the choir last December.�


Concert Sponsor: The Mills Team:     Sadie Moranis Realty


�Major Donors: 


John Beck


Glenn Hunt


RBC Financial Group 


Margaret and Jim Fleck


Anonymous�.


Concert program ad supporter:


All Languages Ltd.


Blackmont Capital, R. Starr 


CLAD Clear Language and Design


Cockfield Porretti Cunningham Investment Counsel, Inc. ,      


Creative interactions


Davis-Rea Ltd, 


Haber’s Pharmacy, �Mills & Mills LLP


Morley Bedford Funeral Services 


Pacific Travel Service


Paradox Cards & Gifts�Paragon Travel


Rosedale Wellness Centre


Sage Health & Wellness

















Under the Direction of Laurie Evan Fraser





2 Romar Crescent


Toronto, Ontario Canada, M6B 1R8


Phone:


(416) 256-0510


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:choir@web.net" ��choir@web.net�


The Chorister is the official newsletter of the Upper Canada Choristers Inc. to keep our supporters informed of events, upcoming performances, and general news about the choir. If you wish to be added to our mailing list, please call or e-mail us. 


 © 2007 The Upper Canada Choristers Inc. All rights reserved.

















 Did You Know?








In celebration of the 200th anniversary of its incorporation , the town of Amherst, Massachusetts commissioned Randall Thompson to create a choral work. Robert Frost had lived in Amherst for many years, teaching at Amherst College, and so it was a natural choice for Thompson to set some of his poetry. Thompson and Frost had not met before, but had mutual connections, and in consultation with one another they decided on a group of seven poems. Thompson composed “Frostiana: Seven Country Songs” during a three week period while he was in Switzerland during the summer of 1959. The work received its premiere performance in October 1959 by a Bicentennial Chorus of choristers of all denominations in the Township. The composer conducted, Professor J. Heywood Alexander accompanied, and the poet was present. 


We will be singing 2 movements of this work at our concert in May. Thompson has captured the New England atmosphere inherent in Frost’s poetry, and his stunning settings provide musical support for the meaning of the text.


 





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.chorister.org" ��www.chorister.org�
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