[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]R\S«?

7 cror

Doy p®



[image: image3.png]CHOII'S
ONTARTE)



                                                                           














The Chorister











November 2005October 2006





Official Newsletter of the Upper Canada Choristers








The Upper Canada Choristers is a mixed-voice community choir that performs regularly in hospitals, nursing homes, seniors’ residences, churches and schools.





A member of Choirs Ontario, the choir is a registered charity that issues tax receipts for all donations.





Charitable Account: BRN 8920 173 69 RR0001





Upper Canada Choristers (416) 256-0510   http://www.chorister.org





Don’t miss our 


annual 


Holiday Concert





Gloria  In Dulci Jubilo  





Featuring �Vivaldi’s Gloria �with �the Talisker PlayersFantasia on Christmas Carols by 


R. Vaughan Williams�Baritone soloist:: �Mark Ruhnkeke


When: 


December 28, 20065, 8:00pm





Where: 


Eglinton – St. George’sFairlawn Avenue �United Church


35 Lytton Boulevard28 Fairlawn Avenue





Tickets: $15 in advance, $20 at the door, Children under 12 admitted for free.


Call (416) 256-0510 for more details!
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The rafters of Eglinton-St.George’s wasrafters were jumping ringing May 126thTth  whileen the Choristers performed repertoire in 9 languages representing 14 different culturesexcerpts from several operas. The one-act “Noye’s Fludde” by Britten was even staged with the help of some of the children from Palmerston Public School.  The colour of the animals and the hectic storm scenes made this production a feast for the eyes as well as the ears.��When we took this programme on the road to a 8 community venuesschool and some seniors residences the response was terrific as well! Some The smiles on the residents’ faces said they were taken back to their youth, others had their toes tapping to the African beatwhen Noye and Mrs. Noye had their fight or when the masks were raised for the concert version of Strauss’s “O What Joy” were very rewarding indeed.��This isThese smiles are one of the main reasons that all the effort that goes into a programme is so worthwhile.��Think about how important music is in your holiday traditions. Could you imagine not being surrounded by carols as you start your preparations in the coming weeks? There are some places that live music just does not reach.





This holiday season we will be taking our holiday programme to 7 9 community venues in the community. Some residences have no other holiday celebrations and our performance “makes their Christmas” for them.





List of Nursing Homes & Seniors’ Residences concerts arranged:��West:


Westbury                        	Dec 17th


Erin Meadows                    	Dec 19th��East:�MOMJI		      	Nov 27th


Providence Villa		Dec 12th��Central:


Castleview-Wychwood     	Nov 30th


Ewart Angus Homes        	Dec 5th


Cedarhurst			Dec 10th�Claremont			Dec 18th�Meighen Residence		Dec 21st











Save a Tree! E-mail us your electronic address and you can get this newsletter sent directly to your computer. Thanks for your help. �


A Sharing of Cultures . . .The Fludde came and went .. 
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A new Christmas base . . . 





The Upper Canada Choristers are looking forward to welcoming you to a new venue, Fairlawn Avenue United Church, for our Holiday Concert “In Dulci Jubilo” on December 8th. Fairlawn has a reputation for fine choral music and  isand is the home of Eleanor Daley, a wonderful conductor and prolific composer. The Choristers have enjoyed singing several of her works over the years.





Join us on December 8th. With old favorites and some new treasures, there will be something that speaks to you. Laurie has also been busy collecting verses in many languages for “Silent Night” so you can experience how other cultures enjoy this timeless work.


 


“Choristers in the Community”:��West:


The Westbury                  Dec 16th       	         	        Dec 16th


Erin Meadows                  Dec 23rd ��East:�MOMIJI		        Dec 3rd


Providence Villa	        Dec 18th��Central:


Castleview-Wychwood    Nov 30th                    


                                     & Dec 13th �Ewart Angus Homes        Dec 5th


Four Teddington Pk         Dec 11th��


Talisker Players return . . . 





We are thrilled to be able to perform again with the Talisker Players, a professional orchestra which specializes in choral repertoire. The 14 piece chamber orchestra will enhance our performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria – making the December 2nd concert a perfect start to your Christmas season! 





WWith Help from Friends . . .





We are very grateful for the supportto our sponsors: of 


RBC Financial Group 


The Mills Team: Sadie Moranis Realty


Margaret and Jim Fleck


RBC Financial Group, Margaret and Jim Fleck, and 





Thanks also goesThanks also go out to everyone who has donated financially and/or given their time to support the work we are doing in the community. If you are looking for a worthwhile organization to round out your charitable giving in 20056, please consider the Upper Canada Choristers. We are a registered charitable organization and a receipt will be issued for income tax purposes.


��There are a number of ways to get involved: adding your voice to our choir, attending our concert, volunteering time or specific organizational skills, arranging suggesting community concert venues, putting an advertisement in our concert program or by becoming one of our concert sponsors. If you would like to volunteer or would like more information on volunteering and/or sponsorship, please contact us. at (416) 256-0510.





What you should know about your voice! – Dr. R.E. Dunn





1. True/False? Long periods of singing and/or talking are taxing on the voice.





2. True/False? Singing uses different vocal muscles than speaking.





3. Which muscles play the most important role in sustaining a singing tone?





Concert program ads . . .


4. True/False? Only boys go through a voice change.


We would like to take this opportunity to thank those individuals and companies that supported the choir in May by purchasing a program ad.





All Languages Ltd.


Ava’s RMT Centre


Beach, Hepburn LLP


Blackmont Capital, R. Starr 


CLAD Clear Language and Design, S. McBeth


Cockfield Porretti Cunningham Investment Counsel, Inc. ,      T. Logan, CFA 


Davis-Rea Ltd, D. Davis


Haber’s Pharmacy, �M. Malamed B.Sc., Phm


Mills & Mills LLP


Morley Bedford Funeral Services 


Pacific Travel Service, �O. Takahashi


Paragon Travel


Snappers Fish Market Inc.


The Mills Team


The Robert Schad Naturopathic Clinic, S. Grobys








5. When is the most important time to engage in a vocal warm-up?�


6. True/False? It is best to whisper when your voice is tired or hoarse.





Answers


False. If you are singing and speaking correctly, the voice can last all day.


False. The muscles are the same.


The abdominal muscles and diaphragm.


False. Girls also go through a voice change, but their vocal cords only grow a bit. Boys’ vocal cords almost double in length, leading to an octave change in pitch.


First thing in the morning, after breakfast, before you start speaking for the day.


Whispering is the worst thing you can do to your voice; it causes the vocal cords to be damaged further. It is best to speak with good support and vocal sound.


Membership Opportunities


Are you a closet �Caruso or Chaliapin?


If your answer is, “Yes”, �we need you!





Basses & Tenors, come one and all. This is an open invitation to come to one of our Monday evening rehearsals in January, and find your inner opera star. You may well be a Primo Uomo!





There are currently openings in the bass and tenor sections. If you are a soprano or alto, you can be placed on our waiting list. Please contact us at (416) 256-0510 for more information.














Under the Direction of Laurie Evan Fraser





2 Romar Crescent


Toronto, Ontario Canada, M6B 1R8


Phone:


(416) 256-0510


E-Mail:


choir@web.net


The Chorister is the official newsletter of the Upper Canada Choristers Inc. to keep our supporters informed of events, upcoming performances, and general news about the choir. If you wish to be added to our mailing list, please call or e-mail us. 


    © 20056 The Upper Canada Choristers Inc. All rights reserved.
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 Did You Know?
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Eminent British composer, Ralph Vaughan Williams was the great nephew of Charles Darwin. His grandmother taught him to read using the same book she had used to teach her younger brother, Charles. Ralph, whose father was a minister, asked his mother what was true. She told him: The Bible tells us that God made the world in six days. Great-uncle Charles thinks it took rather longer. But we needn’t worry – it is equally wonderful either way.


Vaughan Williams is considered by many to be the finest English composer since Purcell. A prolific composer with a strong interest in folk-song, he was a self-effacing man with a wonderful sense of humour.  He strongly believed music needs to be a part of everyday life and was committed to enabling amateur music making. He completed his Fantasia on Christmas Carols in 1912. This work creates a rich musical tapestry woven using familiar British carols in a setting that has medieval overtones.


Ralph Vaughan Williams devoted his life to music except for the three years he spent as a soldier in World War I. The war had a profound effect on him, and it undoubtedly shaped his ensuing work. In his own words: But in the next world I shan’t be doing music, with all the striving and disappointments. I shall be being it.





�      �  Ralph Vaughan Williams�                                      (1872 - 1958)


Antonio Vivaldi, sometimes referred to as “The Red Priest” for his flaming red hair, worked most of his life teaching music at the Ospedale della Pieta in Venice. The Ospedale was a home for the illegitimate female offspring of extremely wealthy noblemen. Many anonymous fathers donated generous amounts of money to make sure that the young ladies at the Ospedale were well looked after in opulent surroundings. The musical standards in this institution were among the highest in Venice. Vivaldi’s motet, “Gloria” received its premiere performance at the Ospedale.


 �Vivaldi is quite an exception among other Baroque composers, most of whom have enjoyed some degree of fame since their lifetime. Although much of Vivaldi’s music was published during his life by a publishing house in Amsterdam, few copies survived, and those that did were mainly in private collections. As a result, Vivaldi’s name had little meaning to the general public or even to most musicians until 1926. It was then that some of his hand-written manuscripts were found stored in the archives of a boarding school in Piedmont.











 


         





We’re on the Web!


See us at:


www.chorister.org


�





�

















Save a Tree! E-mail us your electronic address and you can get this newsletter sent directly to your computer. Thanks for your help. �


A Sharing of Cultures . . . 





























