Canadian Network to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

c/o 145 Spruce, #208, 

Ottawa, Ontario      K1R 6P1   

Phone: 613.233.1982

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper

Prime Minister

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A6

Dear Prime Minister Harper, 



RE:  
Canadian Academic support for a Nuclear Weapons Convention

The Canadian Academics listed below write to encourage your public support for the urgent growing call for the elimination of nuclear weapons.  President Obama in his recent speech in Prague described our current situation: 

The existence of thousands of nuclear weapons is the most dangerous legacy of the Cold War. No nuclear war was fought between the United States and the Soviet Union, but generations lived with the knowledge that their world could be erased in a single flash of light.....

Today, the Cold War has disappeared but thousands of those weapons have not. In a strange turn of history, the threat of global nuclear war has gone down, but the risk of a nuclear attack has gone up. More nations have acquired these weapons. Testing has continued. Black market trade in nuclear secrets and nuclear materials abound. The technology to build a bomb has spread.....

So today, I state clearly and with conviction America's commitment to seek the peace and security of a world without nuclear weapons.

A nuclear weapon-free world would significantly improve global security and free up funds for more appropriate methods of developing human security.   It would eliminate the threat of climate change from the use of even a small number of nuclear weapons in a regional conflict.

There is a rapidly growing consensus that a nuclear weapon free world can and must be achieved in the near future.  

As of March 1, 2010, some 3680 Mayors in 135 countries are calling for a nuclear free world. In Canada, 502 members of the Order of Canada have signed a statement calling for negotiations to begin on a Nuclear Weapons Convention.  In addition, we wish to direct your attention to the long list of statements that have been made by leaders of governments (Annex 1) and by former high-level officials (Annex 2), all of which call for action on nuclear disarmament.

The 26 members of NATO, including Canada, all subscribe to its nuclear weapon policies that say nuclear weapons are essential and must be maintained into the unforeseen future. As long as NATO holds to these policies then Russia and China will maintain their policies and the non-nuclear weapons states will also be tempted to go nuclear.

A roadmap exists.  Experts in law, science, disarmament and negotiation drafted a Model Nuclear Weapons Convention as a roadmap for the exploration of the legal, technical and political requirements for a nuclear weapons free world. The Model Convention proposal was presented to the UN in 1997 and has been well received by many states.  

We call for the following action toward nuclear disarmament: 

1) It is urgent that the Prime Minister and Foreign Minister find early and prominent opportunities to publicly address nuclear disarmament and reaffirm Canada’s commitment to a world without nuclear weapons.

2)  As a NATO ally, the Canadian Government should publicly indicate its support for the removal of all remaining U.S. non-strategic nuclear weapons from European soil.  Canada should encourage the Alliance to take advantage of the present climate of global support for nuclear disarmament to phase out any role for nuclear weapons in NATO’s security policies.

3) Canada should compliment the United States and Russia for negotiations toward a START replacement treaty and insist on commitments at the NPT Review Conference to further US and Russian reductions and to multilateral reductions leading to elimination.

4) Canada should press for the NPT Review Conference to commit to preparatory work on a Nuclear Weapons Convention, or framework of instruments, for sustainable, verifiable, and enforceable global elimination of nuclear weapons.

Sincerely,

Signatory list as appended.

cc. The Honourable Lawrence Cannon, Minister of Foreign Affairs

Annex 1 - Statements/Actions by Goverment Leaders

In 2005 the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Australia, Chile, Indonesia, Norway, Romania, South Africa and the United Kingdom created the Seven Nation Initiative stating that: “We must continue practical, systematic and progressive efforts to advance nuclear disarmament globally and reduce nuclear weapons towards a world free of nuclear weapons.” 

In 2006, German Foreign Minister Steinmeier and Norwegian Foreign Minister Store called for new  momentum toward nuclear disarmament. 

In 2007, Norway, the UK and VERTIC agreed to fund a project to examine procedures to be followed for the verified disassembling of nuclear weapons. (Gordon Corera, "How to dismantle a nuclear bomb," BBC News, July 16, 2009.

On October 24, 2008,  UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon released his  Five Steps to a Nuclear Free World then wrote “My Plan is to Stop the Bomb” in August 2009 to remind the public of his call for action. 

On Dec. 8, 2008, British Foreign Secretary David Millband calls for “A world without nuclear weapons” then on February 4th, 209   laid out a plan for achieving a vision of a world free of nuclear weapons. (Feb. 4, 2009)

On April 24, 2009, the European Parliament  approved an amendment introducing the "Model Nuclear Weapons Convention" and the "Hiroshima-Nagasaki Protocol" as concrete tools to achieve a nuclear weapons free world by 2020.

On April 27, 2009, German foreign Minister  Frank-Walter Steinmeier confirmed in a speech that he shared Pres. Obama’s vision of a nuclear weapons-free world. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Norway has made statements concerning the need for nuclear disarmament repeatedly, including on March 4, 2008, November, 2008,  September, 2009 , and February 1, 2010
On Feb. 1, 2010, Polish Foreign Minister Radek Sikorski and Swedish Foreign Minister Carl Bildt called on the United States and Russia to achieve “early progress on steep reductions in sub-strategic nuclear weapons” in a joint op-ed in The New York Times.
On Feb. 21, 2010, a joint statement “Toward a World Without Nuclear Weapons” was issued by the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Japan and Australia.

On February 26, 2010, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs Belgium, Germany, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and Norway wrote a letter  to the Secretary General of NATO calling for a discussion of the role of nuclear weapons within NATO. 

Annex 2 - Statements by Former High-Level Officials

George Shultz, William Perry, Henry Kissinger and Sam Nunn, “A World Free of Nuclear Weapons”, The Wall Street Journal, 4 January 2007 and “Toward a Nuclear-Free World”, The Wall Street Journal, 15 January 2008.  

Mikhail Gorbachev, “The Nuclear Threat,” Wall Street Journal, January 31, 2007, 

Former UK Secretaries of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and for Defence Douglas Hurd, Malcom Rifkind, David Owen and George Robertson (who was also NATO Secretary-General), “Start Worrying and Learn to Ditch the Bomb, It won’t be easy but a World Free of Nuclear Weapons is Possible”, Times of London (Times Online), June 30, 2008.

“A World Free of Nuclear Weapons” by Italian statesmen former Prime Minister Italy Massimo D’Alema, Speaker of the Italian Chamber of Deputies Gianfranco Fini, former Minister of European Affairs Giorgio La Malfa, former Minister of Defence Arturo Parisi, and Secretary-General of the Pugwash Conference Professor Francesco Calogero, Corriere Della Sera, 24 July 2008

“Toward a Nuclear-Free World: a German View” by German statesmen former Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, former President Richard von Weizsäcker, former Federal Minister for Special Affairs Egon Bahr, and former Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich Genscher, New York Times, 9 January 2009;

“A Nuclear Weapon Free World” by former Norwegian Prime Ministers Kjell Magne Bondevik, Gro Harlem Brundtland, Odvar Nordli and Kåre Willoch, and former Foreign Minister Thorvald Stoltenberg, Oslo Aftenposten, 4 June 2009;


 “Pour un désarmement nucléaire mondial, seule réponse à la prolifération anarchique” by French former Prime Ministers Alain Juppé and Michel Rocard, former Defence Minister Alain Richard, and former Commander of the French Air Combat Force Bernard Norlain, in Le Monde, 15 October 2009.

Australian former statesmen, scientists, senior military officers and NGO campaigners, respectively Malcolm Fraser, Gustav Nossal, Barry Jones, Peter Gration and John Sanderson, and Tilman Ruff, “It’s time to get serious about ridding the world of nuclear weapons”, Sydney Morning Herald, 8 April 2009.

 “Towards a Nuclear Weapon Free World” published 23 November 2009 by four statesmen from the Netherlands, Ruud Lubbers, former Prime Minister of the Netherlands, Max van der Stoel, former Minister of Foreign Affairs, Hans van Mierlo, former Minister of Defense and of Foreign Affairs, Frits Korthals Altes, former Minister of Justice.

"The Unthinkable Becomes Thinkable: Towards Elimination of Nuclear Weapons" - by former Polish President Aleksander Kwaśniewski, former Polish prime minister Tadeusz Mazowiecki and former polish president Lech Wałęsa
On February 19, 2010, an op-ed (De Standaard) was published written  by four Belgian statesmen Willy Claes, former minister of Foreign Affairs, former NATO secretary general; Jean-Luc Dehaene, former prime minister of Belgium, member of the European Parliament; Louis Michel, former minister of Foreign Affairs, former member of EU Commission, member of the European Parliament; and, Guy Verhofstadt, former prime minister of Belgium, chairman liberal fraction European Parliament, who joined other Europeans calling for a world free of nuclear weapons, and all notably called for the removal of U.S. tactical nuclear weapons from Europe in an effort to support the vision. 

In  December 2008, in Paris, more than 100 world leaders endorsed the goal of abolishing nuclear weapons through the Global Zero Declaration.

