
Freeman not free to come home
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Nice to meet you. Gary Freeman is pictured here with his grandson Malik. The former Erin Mills man can't get back into Canada to rejoin his family since being convicted in 2008 for his role in the shooting of a Chicago police office in 1969. Toronto Star photo 
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The federal government doesn’t believe former Mississauga resident Gary Freeman is a danger to Canadian society — but he can't come home. 
It's been 41 years since Freeman shot a Chicago police officer and fled to Canada, where he lived for 34 years, most of them in Erin Mills. Since he was caught in 2004, he has completed his jail term in the United States and now wants to return to Canada to visit his family, including his month-old grandson. 
But according to documents obtained under the Access to Information Act, the former Toronto librarian's assistant shouldn't be allowed back into the country because of his alleged connection to the Black Panthers, a now-defunct militant African-American organization. 
Freeman, 61, pleaded guilty in 2008 to aggravated battery in the shooting of Chicago police officer Terrence Knox on March 7, 1969. After he was apprehended, he jumped bail and fled to Canada, changing his name from Joseph Pannell to Gary Freeman. 
Freeman, who completed a two-year probation sentence five months ago, has repeatedly denied being a member of the Panthers, who ceased operation in the mid-1970s. He also said he was acting in self-defence when he shot the officer. 
The internal immigration department report dated Jan. 18, 2010 referred to his request to visit Canada that month for the funeral of his father-in-law. That request was denied. 
The report was obtained under the Access to Information Act by Freeman's lawyer, Barbara Jackman of Toronto. 
At the top of the report is: “Risks? N.” 
 “It appears highly unlikely, based on his recent track record, that he would either reoffend or remain in Canada beyond the period authorized for his stay, given this would violate his probation order and would result in extradition and further prosecution,” immigration case officer Alex Chou wrote. “Sole grounds for inadmissibility are his conviction for aggravated battery.” 
A spokesperson for Immigration and Citizenship Minister Jason Kenney said, “Immigration decisions are made by independent, highly-trained public servants who apply our immigration laws, including the provisions that deal with inadmissibility to Canada.” 
 “Our Conservative government has always put the safety and security of Canadians first,” Alykhan Velshi added. 
Freeman was also denied admission to Canada for the birth of his grandson Malik on July 13 in Hamilton. 
His daughter Tempie, who provided Freeman with his first grandchild, said earlier that her father “deserves to be at home with us, his family. And we don’t deserve to continue to be punished with his absence and the unknown of when or if we will ever get to see him at home again.” 
Instead, he watches the infant daily on Skype from Washington, where Freeman now lives with his mother and stepfather. 
He was able to see the baby for the first time in early August when his family took the infant to Buffalo. He described the event as “just pure, unadulterated, intoxicating joy. It is life at its most beautiful.” 
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