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The Staff and Board of
Directors wish you all a
happy and safe holiday
season.

All the best for 2005!

OCSCO AGM and Multicultural

Program a Hit!

Over 200 people attended the OCSCO
Annual General Meeting and the
educational program on safety held on
November 3rd at the Native Canadian
Centre of Toronto. The event was a huge
success and one of the big

highlights was presenting Mae Harman with
the Dan Benedict Award for all her hard
work on behalf of seniors and the disabled
in Ontario. Mae made a touching thank

you speech which was a tribute to Dan and
his work.

“It is a great honour to have been chosen
as the first recipient of the Dan Benedict
Award. Dan and | served at different
periods on the Board of OCSCO, but we
sometimes appeared on the same speakers
list at various community meetings and
demonstrations.Dan had a great ability to

respond verbally in his own distinctive
fashion to whatever was happening. Were
he here today, he would have some
pungent remarks about the American
election. Thank you again for the honour
of this award and for the opportunity to
share my concerns.”

Mae Harman with the Dan Benedict Award



Your Health - Can you Afford to  US. For every person across our country
Grow Older Forum this represents a cost of $325 (USD)

On what would have been Tommy Douglas’ Qach, a year, whereas, in the US this fee
100th birthday, the Alliance of Seniors, jumps to $1,150 (USD,) per person, per

with help from OCSCO, year. The United States of America's
health care spending represents over 15%
of their GDP, and yet there are still over
one-hundred million of their people who
are uninsured or inadequately covered.

presented a forum at City Hall. On

October 20th, Shirley Douglas, Tommy’s
daughter spoke as did Roy Romanow. Here
IS an excerpt from his speech.

“On this very special anniversary we
must look towards the future and the
ability to adhere to his, or our basic
principles. Some in Canada believe a
two-tiered system is a necessity, but this is
not true. Douglas’ vision suggested that
about 9% of Canada's gross domestic

product (GDP) should be spent towards this Roy Romanow Shirley Douglas
all-encompassing system. This
suggestion was made in the 1960's. Paying for Canada:

Currently in Canada only 9.3% of our GDP
Is spent on healthcare. This cost covers
every single person in Canada, well or not. Programs

The Canadian vision is based on the Canadian Pensioners Concerned, OCSCO,
notion that health care is a "public or social and other sponsoring organizations are
good", leaving to democratically elected  presenting a public forum at the St.
government the task of balancing properly, Lawrence Centre on the social benefits to
needs, services, and resources. Butthe  taxation. The program will start with a

Fair Taxation = Healthy Social

public good and its _expression of this brief history of taxation and social benefits
balancing act, is under the Canadian in Canada. There will be a panel

system, democratically determined, discussion with guest including Armine
accountable politically, and foremost Yalnizian, Neil Brooks (York University
efficient. Law Professor) CFIB or Board of Trade,

Health care in Canada is a right, and is and David Olive from the Toronto Star.

not something that can be bought or sold. The event is scheduled for March 2005.
If we want to view health care as a Stay tuned for more information on this
commodity we only have to look next door €xciting program!

to the US to see how marketplace medical

care works. According to Harvard

researchers, health administration costs in

Canada are 1/3 the cost of those in the



'
A Photographic Year in Review

Here are some highlights of OCSCOQO'’s
19th Year - 2004

Native Canadian Ceremonial Dance at OCSCO'’s
Multicultural Program - November 2004
Health and Housing Crossroads Forum - January 2004

Sentimental Journey Down Memory Lane - Songbook OCSCO Co-Chair Eva Kushner addresses the
Committee - May 2004

crowd at the AGM - November 2004

OCSCO'’s website gets an updated look - May 2004
Board members Norm Taylor, Ann Dorion and Fred Balasingham participate as the models!



MEMBERSHIP FORM
To become a member of OCSCOplease complete the following:

Organization/Individual Name:
Contact Name:
Mailing Address:
City, Province: PostalCode:
Telephone: (H) (W)
Fax: (H) (W)
Email: Website:
Can we have a reciprocal linking arrangement for our website?
Membership Size: Date:

MEMBERSHIP FEES
Voting Members: Seniors Organizations or division with:
Under 100 Members $25.00 1]
100 - 299 Members $50.00 1]
300-1,000 Members $75.00 ]
Over 1,000 Members $150.00 [
Associate Members (Non-Voting):
Under 100 Members $25.00 1]
100 - 299 Members $50.00 1]
300-1,000 Members $75.00 1]
Over 1,000 Members $150.00 1]
Individual Members:
Annual $15.00 ]
Life Member $100.00 1]
Membership Fee Enclosed: $
Donation - Tax Receipt Available: $
Total Amount Enclosed: $

Payment Method Chequel[_]

Membership fees apply for the calendar user and are payable January 1. Please make your cheques
payable to OCSCOand mail to:

QCSCO, 3101 Bathurst Street, Suite 500, Toronto, ON, M6A 2A6
Tel: (416) 785-8570, 1-800-265-0779 Fax: (416) 785-7361
Email: OCSCO@web.net WWW.0CSCO.ca 4



