Voter’s Guide

Where the Political Parties Stand on the Key Health Care Issues

Key Health Issue New Democratic Party

Funding unclear. The NDP promises to cut ER
wait times in half but there is no clear plan to
restore closed hospital beds and services.
Voters need to pressure candidates to make
firm commitments.

Overcrowded hospitals—

Restore hospital beds & services,
Address staffing shortages

Huge wait lists for long-term care
homes (nursing homes). Keep
long-term care public and non-
profit. Set a minimum care
standard guaranteeing 3.5 hours
of care per day for residents in
long-term care homes.

The NDP promises to increase access to long
term care but there is no clear promise on
how many beds, nor on whether they would
be public and non-profit or private and
for-profit. No promise to improve hours of
care.

Improve access to public
non-profit home care

The NDP promises to improve access to
home care and has opposed for-profit privati-
zation of home care . They promise a review
of the home care system, but voters need to
pressure for a clear promise to create a sta-
ble public non-profit home care system.

Clear support for public non-profit hospitals
and home care. Not clear on long term care
beds (nursing homes). Promise to study
home care privatization, but no clear promise
to roll back the privatization in home care
and build a public non-profit home care sys-
tem.

Keep health care public and non-
profit

Protect rural health care No promise.

Improve access to front-line care,
with an emphasis on public service
models — increase community
health centres, nurse practitioners,
family health teams and family
doctors in areas that are under-

served.

The NDP promises to forgive student loans
for physicians that locate in underserved are-
as as well as an expansion in family health
teams. Need clear promises to approve the
expansion of community health centres.




