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A bulletin for
members in the
Ontario Public
Service

FOCus on enforcement

inistry divisona meetings
aretaking anew
approachthisyear.

“Wewant to emphasizethe new
focuson contract enforcement,”
said OPSEU President Leah
Casselman.

All themeetingsarebeing held
theweekend of Nov. 2-3, withthe
first day being acombined session
for delegatesfrom acrossthe OPS.

Inthe past, these meetings of
ministry representativeshave been
held over aperiod of four or five
weekends.

“Thiscontract waswonthrough a
long hard strike,” Casselman said.

“Wehaveto becreative, and we
haveto be strong to defend the
ganswe have made. And we have
to put the employer on notice that
wewill not tolerate another assault
onour rightswhen thiscontract
expires”

Thecloser focusonenforcing the
contract comesfromtheunion’s
Network for Better Contracts- a
program endorsed two yearsago
by the OPSEU Convention.

Under the NBC, OPSEU has
revised theway it supports
collectivebargaining. It hasaso
sharpened theunion’sfocuson
public policy to support itsmembers
at thebargainingtable.

“We have to makethis contract
work for al our OPS members,”

New contract
is on the web

Thenew OPScollective
agreement isnow on the OPSEU
website.

You can accessthe compl ete
document at: http:// www.opseu.
org/ops/collective/collective.htm

Printing the book will takeabit
longer. Thisrequiresmoregraphic
designwork, proofreading and
actudly printing the documen.

Caselmansad.

“Wehavetomakeit aliving
document in every workplaceinthe
OPS.

“Thismeanshbuilding agreater
union presenceinal our
workplacesat thelocal level. And
wearegoingtotakethefirst day of
thisyear’sdivisonad meetingsto
draw onthe strength and insight of
our delegatesto dojust that.”

Following the Saturday meetings,
each of theministrieswill haveits
owndivisiona meeting on Sunday.

Themesting noticewent toall
locasin August. Thechairsof the
Loca EmployeeRelations
Committeesfor eachministry in
eachlocal areautomaticfirst
delegates. Minigtrieswith larger
numbersinalocal areentitledto
more representatives.

Theministry meetingson Sunday
elect theMinistry Employee
RelationsCommittees(MERCs).
The MERCsmeet during theyear
totry toresolveministry issuesthat
can’t be sorted out at thelocal level.

“Thismeetingiswherewestart
building for the next round of
bargaining,” Cassdlmansaid. “I
want to seethenew MERCs
involvedinthe preparationfor
bargaining, inenforcingthe
contracts, andin preparing for the
next provincia election.”

She said the Saturday meeting
will look at therole of theMERCs
over thenext two years.

“We haveto expand ontheir
mandate and givethem thetoolsto
beaunifyingleadershipforcewithin
the OPS,” Casselman said.

“I1t'sgoing to mean morework
and moreenergy for MERC
members, and | hope candidates
will give seriousthought tothejob
they aretaking on.

“Onalessseriousnote, this
combined divisona meetingwill
give OPS membersachanceto
meet other peoplewho do similar
work acrossthe province. | expect
that participantswill alsohavea
good dedl of fun,” shesaid.

Themeetingsarebeingheld at
theInternational PlazaHotel and
Conference Centre near the
Toronto airport.

Check the web: www.opseu.org has the latest on everything.



